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Karen Woodburn said
she had no problem opening
her small business on Craig
Street in Parksville.

She owns Hoochie’s
Coffee, Gifts and Gallery,
which opened on July 30,
adding she has seen a few
other small businesses start
up in the city’s downtown
core in recent months.

As a result, Woodburn is
not surprised Parksville was,
this week, ranked highly in a
survey of business-friendly
cities across the nation by
the Canadian Federation
of Independent Business
(CFIB).

Parksville’s second-place
ranking among cities whose
coverage area exceeds
25,000 people — and sub-
sequent coverage in the
Financial Times — was a
surprise and is now prompt-
ing local policy-makers into
action.

“We are revamping the
city’s website now,” said
Douglas Smith, Parksville’s
economic development co-
ordinator. “We are going
to prominently display this
theme, this CFIB result.”

The CFIB report grades
the cities on their presence,
policies and perspective on
local business and how they
encourage entrepreneurs.
The criteria range from
business start-ups and self-
employment intensity, to
local government regulation
and local economic perfor-
mance.

Parksville scored 61.7
— good enough to come
second under Alberta-
Saskatchewan border city
Lloydminster (73.7). In
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Report ranks Parksville
on its business climate

PARKSVILLE’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT office is reflected in the window
of a new small business opening up across the street.

its report, CFIB notes the
scores indicate all cities on
a list of 11 (Parksville being
one of only three B.C. cities
on the list) can improve.

Smith credits Parksville’s
BASE program for help-
ing rank the community so
highly. That program pro-
vides potential entrepre-
neurs and existing business-
es in trouble, with mentors
and coaching to help get
them off the ground. In one
year, more than 30 small
businesses were started
through BASE. The former
head business coach of the
program, Mike Bourcier, is
now the executive director
of the Parksville and District
Chamber of Commerce.

“The city is extremely
gratified by the ranking,”
Smith said. “This is a great
place to like, work and
invest.

“Despite the economic
gloom, I think Parksville
is well-positioned to con-
tinue to be a great place to

work.”

Mayor Sandy Herle
said as Parksville is not a
single-industry community,
there are many opportuni-
ties to be successful here.
With such organizations as
the Parksville Downtown
Business Association,
economic  development
office, Oceanside Tourism
Association and the cham-
ber of commerce, the busi-
ness climate is positive.

“Generally, we are a
growing community,” Herle
said. “Using my own store
as an example, we are doing
well and I have been in busi-
ness here for 18 years.”

Local government poli-
cies, too, contribute to busi-
ness success, said the mayor.
Parksville’s commercial tax
rate sits at 2.6 per cent times
its residential rate — signifi-
cantly lower than in other
cities of Parksville’s size,
she said.

Herle added the attention
coming Parksville’s way

because of the CFIB report
will, hopefully, bring new
investment to town.

“This really is a success-
ful town.”

Woodburn agrees, saying
her business has been well-
received by the community
ever since she opened.

“It was a long process,
getting the store ready, but
the reception from every-
body has been wonderful.”

She added the busi-
ness licensing process with
the city was smooth and
straightforward.

“I think (local small busi-
nesses) are great,” Woodburn
said. “We do rely on local
stores.”

Parksville is the smallest
city on the CFIB list and its
actual population is nowhere
near the 25,000 criteria as
set out in the report. The
reports points out it used
Census Agglomerations,
which cover local economic
regions, not just municipal
boundaries.
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French Creek Marine

REDUCED WINTER RATES FOR
LIFTING AND LAYDAYS

Contract Structural/Mechanical Repairs
wood ¢ steel ® aluminum

WINTER STORAGE AVAILABLE
S$6/ft./month

1091 Lee Road, Parksville, BC V9P 2E1 H

Tel: 250-248-4431 Fax: 250-248-0441
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One acre of
forested wetland will hold
one and a half million
gallons of rainwater.
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GEORGIA BASIN
VANCOUVER ISLAND

ELECT MARY

Qualicum Beach is a unique
community, and one of the
reasons it is unique, is be-
cause of you, the concerned
and informed electorate.

MVIHES

Mid-Vancouver Island Habitat Enhancement Socisty

I would like to represent you
on Qualicum Beach Town
Council as we look forward
to the next OCP and other
wonderful opportunities.

If you care to donate to the Elect Mary Brouilette Campaign, please mail or drop off a cheque to:
DEBRA JOHNSON FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR, ¢/o Brent Johnson CGA Ltd.,
123 W. 2nd Avenue, Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1T5

SERVICES & BENEFITS PROVIDED

Qualicum

Manog o

24 hour response

* Private studio suite with bathroom & kitchenette option
* Professional on-site nursing staff
» Emergency communication system — with monitoring &

* Housekeeping * Three meals a day
* Cable & all utilities * Laundry ¢ Complete Activity Program
o Intermediate & Extended Care Services

PHARM

S¥Come in and letfougwitches help youl.:

LIVE WELL WITH

PHARMASAVE

QUALICUM BEACH
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SAVE

720 MEMORIAL

AVENUE
Qualicum Beach, BC

250-752-3011

Locally owned. Fully Canadian.




